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Metro Plan Puts I-5 HOV

The expenditure plan produced by 
the Los Angeles County Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
(Metro) places several northern 
L.A. County projects near the top 

of its priority list, including the second phase 
of the Interstate 5 North Los Angeles County 
Gateway Improvement Project.

“We’re very pleased with the consideration 
given to the I-5 capacity improvement project 
in Metro’s plan,” says Tom DiPrima, chair-
man of the Golden State Gateway Coalition, 
which has been working for the past dozen 
years, in concert with Metro and Caltrans, 
to help bring capacity improvements to the 
crucial stretch of I-5 in northern Los Angeles 
County.

“It helps that this project is progressing 
steadily toward being ‘shovel-ready,’ with the 
completion of the Phase 1 truck lanes in late-
2014 and the awarding last month of the de-
sign contract for the Phase 2 high occupancy 
vehicle lanes,” DiPrima added. (See related 
story, page 3.)

Under the Metro board-approved plan, 
groundbreaking could occur for the Phase 2 
HOV lanes as soon as 2019.

The Metro board approved the plan June 23 
and it is slated to go to the L.A. County Board 
of Supervisors this summer. The supervisors 
are expected to review the expenditure plan 
and consider whether to place a measure on 
the November ballot that would provide long-
term funding for it by indefinitely extending 
and expanding the Measure R half-cent sales 
tax program.

If the measure receives approval of two-
thirds of L.A. County’s voters, the Metro plan 
will move forward and the I-5 Gateway proj-
ect will be expedited, receiving an estimated 
$240 million from the half-cent sales tax. The 
remainder of the $784 million cost would be 
derived from other funding sources.

Victor Lindenheim, executive director of 
the Gateway Coalition, said the plan seems 
favorable not only for the Gateway project, 
but also for northern L.A. County in general.

See METRO, page 4
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By Victor Lindenheim
Executive Director,
Golden State  
Gateway Coalition 

The desire to improve 
mobility is a common 
theme throughout 

Los Angeles County. It is 
expressed daily in political 
campaigns, in public fo-
rums, in op-eds.  

The reality on the ground 
  — or, on the road — is that 
our freeways are jammed be-
yond capacity and frequently 
gridlocked, 
Metrol ink 
schedules 
don’t fully 
meet the 
needs of 
n o r t h e r n 
L.A. Coun-
ty riders 
and federal 
and state 
investments in local trans-
portation infrastructure are 
declining.

So, now, the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (Metro) 
has developed an expendi-
ture plan that describes how 
the proposed extension of 
the Measure R program, plus 
new revenues from a pro-
posed half-cent sales tax in-
crease, would be invested in 
L.A. County transportation 

infrastructure and operating 
systems to meet current and 
future needs.      

The expenditure plan was 
approved by the Metro board 
June 23, 2016. The Board of 
Supervisors next weighs in 
on whether to put the sales 
tax measure on the ballot. 

Throughout the process, 
Metro has been educat-
ing the public through a 
multi-faceted public input 
process that includes pub-
lic meetings, live telephone 

town hall meetings, stake-
holder and community pre-
sentations, social media and 
media outreach. Polling has 
been conducted to gauge 
public support for the plan.

The Golden State Gate-
way Coalition is supportive 
of Metro’s efforts, as is the 
Santa Clarita Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce.  While 
the expenditure plan is not 
perfect, it goes a long way 
toward improving mobili-
ty in and through the Santa 
Clarita Valley. 

For example, construction 
on I-5 improvements through 
the Santa Clarita Valley will 
begin in 2019, rather than 
sometime in the decade of 
2030. The project is currently 
valued at $784 million. 

The City of Santa Clari-
ta will see a local return of 
about $1 billion over the 

course of the Metro pro-
gram, providing money to 
maintain and improve local 
roads.  

Transit (including 
Metrolink) in northern L.A. 
County will have access to 
a pot of $588 million in new 
funding for maintenance and 
improvements, above and 
beyond a designated per-
centage for regional/com-
muter rail.

Ultimately, the decision 
will be with L.A.County vot-
ers.  However, as proposed, 
it appears to be a good deal 
for the Santa Clarita Valley 
and north L.A. County.  

Moreover, in regards to 
transportation funding, for 
now, it is virtually the only 
game in town. Props to the 
Metro board and staff for the 
effort, regardless of the out-
come. 
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Metro’s Buildout Plan Worthy of Support

‘Ultimately, the decision will be 
with L.A. County voters. Howev-
er, as proposed, it appears to be 
a good deal for the Santa Clarita 
Valley and north L.A. County.’
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First 
15 Years

Second
15 Years

Final
10 Years

Highway Projects Transit Projects

8 Airport Metro Connector/Green Line Extension [sa]

9 East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [sf]

10 BRT Connector Orange/Red Line to Gold Line [av, sf]

11 Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 2B [sg]

12 Purple Line Extension Transit Project Section 3 [w]

13 West Santa Ana Transit Corridor Phase 1 [gc]

14 Orange Line BRT Improvements (Locations TBD) [sf]

23 Vermont Transit Corridor [c]

Not shown: Crenshaw/LAX Track Enhancement Project [sa], Complete
LA River Bike Path [sf] and LA River Waterway and System Bike Path [c]

21 Gold Line Eastside Extension Phase 2 (one alignment) [sg, gc]

22 Green Line Extension to Crenshaw Blvd in Torrance [sb]

24 Sepulveda Pass Corridor (Rail)(P3 Candidate) [sf, w]

25 West Santa Ana Transit Corridor Phase 2 [c, gc]

27 Crenshaw Line Northern Extension [c, w]

28 Orange Line Conversion to Light Rail [sf]

29 Lincoln Blvd Bus Rapid Transit [w]

30 Green Line to Norwalk Metrolink Station [gc]

31 Sepulveda Pass Corridor Westwood to Airport Metro 
Connector (P3 Candidate) [w]

Not shown: City of San Fernando Bike Master Plan [sf] and
Historic Downtown Streetcar [c]

1 High Desert Corridor Project (Right-of-Way)(P3 Candidate) [nc]

2 I-5 N Capacity Enhancements (SR-14 to Lake Hughes Rd) [nc]

3 SR-71 Gap: I-10 to Rio Rancho Rd [sg]

4 SR-57/SR-60 Interchange Improvements [sg]

5 I-105 Express Lane: I-405 to I-605 [sb]

6 Sepulveda Pass Corridor (Busway)(P3 Candidate) [sf, w]

7 I-710 South Corridor Project Phase 1(P3 Candidate) [gc]

15 I-605/I-10 Interchange [sg]

16 I-5 Corridor Improvements: I-605 to I-710 [gc]

17 I-405 South Bay Curve Improvements [sb]

18 I-710 South Corridor Project Phase 2(P3 Candidate) [gc]

19
I-110 ExpressLanes Extension to 
I-405/I-110 Interchange [sb]

20 SR-60/I-605 Interchange HOV Direct Connectors [sg]

26
I-405/I-110 Interchange HOV Connect Ramps & 
Interchange Improvements [sb]

Map numbers are for reference only. Project definition depends on final environmental process.
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Each subregion has a major project in the fi rst 15 years.
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27 Crenshaw Line Northern Extension [c, w]

28 Orange Line Conversion to Light Rail [sf]

29 Lincoln Blvd Bus Rapid Transit [w]

30 Green Line to Norwalk Metrolink Station [gc]

31 Sepulveda Pass Corridor Westwood to 
Airport Metro Connector (P3Candidate) [w]

Not shown: City of San Fernando Bike Master Plan [sf] and
Historic Downtown Streetcar [c]

Transit Projects
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[nc] North County
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[sa] System Assets

[w] Westside Cities
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Attachment H

Metro’s expenditure plan shows key improvements for northern L.A. 
County within the first 15 years of the plan — including the remainder of 
the Interstate 5 North L.A. County Gateway Improvement Project.
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First 
15 Years
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Final
10 Years

Highway Projects Transit Projects
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QuickTrips A roundup of North Los Angeles County
transportation issues and roadway project updates

Would you like more
information about
the Golden State

Gateway Coalition?
If you are interested in support-
ing the Coalition’s efforts to im-
prove transportation in northern
Los Angeles County, please
visit our website:
www.goldenstategateway.org

Page 3

The Phase 2 high occupancy vehicle 
lanes of the Interstate 5 North Los An-
geles County Gateway Improvement 

Project are taking a significant step forward 
this month, as the L.A. County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) executes 
a $30.8 million design contract, one of the 
final pieces of the pre-construction puzzle.

“A project of this magnitude requires a 
great deal of planning and design work, and 
we’re pleased to see this critical aspect of 
the project moving forward now, in 2016, so 
it can be ready for a potential 2019 ground-
breaking,” said Tom DiPrima, president of 
the Golden State Gateway Coalition, which 
has supported the I-5 improvement project 
for the past dozen years. 

As of this writing, the contract is being 
finalized for delivery to CH2M Hill, the en-
gineering firm with which Metro is contract-
ing for the design work.

Upon execution of the contract, design 
work will begin immediately and is expect-

ed to be completed by early 2019. 
The consultant will be preparing the 

plans, specifications and estimates for HOV 
lanes in both directions between the I-5/
State Route 14 interchange and Parker Road 
in Castaic, along with auxiliary lanes and en-
forcement areas for the California Highway 
Patrol, said Aline Antaramian, deputy exec-
utive officer of Metro’s highway program.

“We’re going to have a series of commu-
nity coordination meetings during the de-
sign phase, and all the stakeholders will be 
notified,” Antaramian said. 

By the 
Numbers: 
I-5 HOV 
Lanes

• $240 million: Revenue 
that would be allocated 
for I-5 Gateway project 
if the half-cent sales tax 
extension is approved.

• 2019: Potential 
groundbreaking for the 
HOV lanes if the  
Metro plan is brought  
to fruition.

• $30.8 million: Value 
of design contract for 
Phase 2 of Gateway 
Improvement Project.

Source: Metro

Metro Issues $30.8 Million 
Contract for HOV Design

Antonovich Deputy Cano Joins Metro 
Michael Cano, Supervisor Michael D. 

Antonovich’s longtime transportation dep-
uty, is moving to a new and newly created 
position at Metro this month.

Cano will be leading a new goods move-
ment division  that Metro CEO Phil Wash-
ington created “in response to the growing 
challenges of multi-modal goods movement 
in the region.” 

“Michael Cano has earned a great deal of 
respect in transportation circles,” said Victor 

Lindenheim, executive director of the Gold-
en State Gateway Coalition. “We’re glad to 
see Metro’s goods movement initiatives will 
be in his extremely capable hands.”

Taking Cano’s place as the supervisor’s 
transportation deputy will be Dave Perry, 
a field deputy who’s very familiar to Santa 
Clarita Valley leaders. 

Said Lindenheim: “Dave Perry really un-
derstands the issues in north L.A. County, 
and he’ll do a great job in his new role.”

Volunteers Sought for Road Charge Pilot Program
Volunteers are sought for a “road charge” 

pilot program simulating a potential new 
funding mechanism road and highway 
maintenance. The California Road Charge 
Pilot is a 9-month field trial launching in 
July, and volunteers can sign up this month. 
So far, more than 7,400 have signed up to 

test this potential alternative to gas taxes.
“The pilot will give participants a vari-

ety of choices for reporting and simulat-
ing payment for the miles they travel, in-
cluding several which do not require new 
technology,” says the project’s website,  
www.californiaroadchargepilot.com.
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By Tom DiPrima
Chairman, 
Golden State Gateway Coalition

I am pleased to report that more prog-
ress has been made toward the Gold-
en State Gateway Coalition’s goal 

of improving roadway transportation in 
north L.A. County 
by adding capacity 
to Interstate 5: 
• A contract for 
design of the next 
phase of I-5 im-
provements (carpool 
lanes and truck lane 
additions) has been 
approved and funded 
by Metro.
• Acceleration of 
construction of the next phase of I-5 im-
provements has been proposed to begin 
in 2019.
• I-5 capacity enhancements are listed as 
No. 4 in a Metro schedule of 86 project 

groundbreakings.
• Design is underway by Caltrans for a 
major pavement rehabilitation program 
from the I-5/SR 14 interchange to Casta-
ic. Both design and construction costs 
are funded by Caltrans. Work is sched-
uled to begin January 2017.

These developments are significant.  
We can be proud of what has been 
accomplished so far, and we should be 
grateful for the work of Metro and Cal-
trans leadership and staff to help make 
these things happen. And for making 
them happen sooner, rather than later.

However, there is much more work to 
be done. Although the funding is there to 
proceed with design for the next phase 
of I-5 improvements, the funding for 
construction must still be secured.  

Metro’s expenditure plan, and by im-
plication, its Long Range Transportation 
Plan (under development) includes the 
I-5 North Capacity Enhancement Project 
as a high priority.

The next steps to achieve a fully fund-

ed, shovel-ready I-5 project: completion 
of the recently authorized project design, 
Board of Supervisors approval of a 
ballot measure that would fund construc-
tion, and voter approval by a two-thirds 
margin. 

We are on a path, begun more than 12 
years ago, to achieve what we said we 
would achieve. Thank you, our members 
and our allies for your continued support 
and encouragement. I look forward to 
our next milestone.

From the Chairman

Tom 
DiPrima

Kudos to Metro & Caltrans  
as I-5 Project Moves Forward

‘We should be grate-
ful for the work of 
Metro and Caltrans 
leadership and staff 
to help make these 
things happen.’

“The I-5 project is of 
course our coalition’s highest 
priority, and we’ve worked 
long and hard to help Metro 
and Caltrans bring it to frui-
tion,” Lindenheim said. “If 
all the pieces come togeth-
er, we’re looking at getting 
the I-5 project completed as 
much as two decades soon-

er than it could have been 
done otherwise, which will 
go great lengths to reduce 
congestion, improve goods 
movement and improve the 
quality of life for everyone 
who relies on I-5.”

Not only that, Lindenheim 
said, but also the plan calls for 
approximately $2 billion for 
local road and highway proj-
ects over the first 40 years of 
the proposed program. Transit 

services in our region, includ-
ing Metrolink, will gain $588 
million in new funds for im-
provement and maintenance, 
plus an additional percentage 
of the overall transit funds that 
will be designated for regional 
rail (Metrolink). 

And, the high desert cor-
ridor project — between 
Palmdale and Victorville — 
would gain $170 million for 
right-of-way acquisition in 

the plan’s first 15 years.
“The Gateway Coalition 

is supportive of Metro’s ef-
forts, and we’re pleased to 
see northern L.A. County 
projects included near the top 
of the plan’s priorities,” Lin-
denheim said. “It’s cause for 
optimism, not only for our 
top-priority project on the I-5 
corridor but also for trans-
portation in the entire north 
county area.”

Metro
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